Searchers look 
for the missing 


Eight residents of an upscale Califor- 
nia town still are missing after a 
massive mudslide killed nearly 20. 
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Downtown housing incentives ended 


By Richard Webner 
STAFF WRITER 


San Antonio hit pause Thurs- 
day on the incentive program 
that has helped bring numerous 
upscale apartment complexes to 
the downtown area, as Mayor 
Ron Nirenberg encourages a 
shift to policies that focus on 
affordable housing. 

The City Council voted as 
part of its consent agenda to 
stop city staff from awarding 
more incentives under the Cen- 
ter City Housing Incentive Pol- 
icy, created in 2012 to promote 
new housing in San Antonio's 
hotel-dominated downtown. 

The incentives were part of 
former Mayor Julián Castro's 
push for a “Decade of Down- 
town,” and worked under the 
assumption that that if new 
residents move in, jobs and 
retail businesses would follow. 

Projects previously got in- 
centives automatically as long as 


Mayor wants focus put on 
affordable living places 
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The incentive program has brought numerous 
upscale apartment complexes to downtown. 


» In Metro: City Council approves ordinance that 
raises legal age for sale of tobacco to 21. A3 


they met certain requirements, 
but now they will need council 
approval. 

“Over the last few years, the 
‘housing-first’ strategy in down- 
town San Antonio has worked 
with respect to the number of 
units available. However, land 
values and home values are 
rising to the point where it’s 
becoming one of the least af- 
fordable places to live,” Niren- 
berg said in an interview. 
“That’s a challenge for us long- 
term, because affordability has 
been one of our competitive 
advantages.” 

CCHIP has awarded devel- 
opers with just over $97 million 
worth of incentives for 64 devel- 
opments with 6,543 housing 
units, according to John Jacks, 
director of the city’s Center City 
Development Office. The pro- 
gram offers property tax breaks, 
cash grants, fee waivers and 
forgivable loans. 

Housing continues on A8 
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Ryland Ward, 6, rides in a Stockdale fire truck with Rusty Duncan, the firefighter who took him out of the church. 


Boy, 6, wounded at church gets out of hospital 


By Silvia Foster-Frau 
and Zeke MacCormack 
STAFF WRITERS 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS — 
The bloody and bullet-scarred 
First Baptist Church here was 
deathly quiet when Rusty Dun- 
can, a firefighter with the 
Stockdale Volunteer Fire De- 
partment, became one of the 
first rescuers inside. 

People — some dead, some 
wounded, some too terrified to 
speak — were hiding under 
and between the pews. 

“T was just checking for sur- 


vivors, and I felt a little tug on 
my pant leg,” Duncan said of 
that Sunday, Nov. 5, when gun- 
man Devin Patrick Kelley shot 
and killed 26 people and 
wounded 20 others. “I had no 
idea what it was. I looked down 
and a little hand was coming 
from under somebody.” 

Ryland Ward had been shot 
five times and was beneath his 
stepmother, Joann Ward, who 
died protecting him. An ambu- 
lance rushed Ryland, a surviv- 
or of the worst mass shooting 
in modern Texas history, to the 
intensive care unit at San Anto- 


Ryland 
Ward was 
shot five 
times 
during the 
Sutherland 
Springs 
rampage. 


nio’s University Hospital. 

On Thursday, after more 
than two months of surgeries 
and medical procedures, 6- 
year-old Ryland got a ride 
home and was met by about 50 
people, news media included, 
who knew he had come to 
symbolize recovery and hope, 
strength and faith in the still- 
traumatized community. 

Some held signs welcoming 
him, others waved Texas flags 
or hoisted balloons at a high- 
way intersection near the crime 
scene and roadside memorial. 

Boy continues on A8 


Kin Man Hui / San Antonio Express-News 


Police Chief William McManus fields questions 
during a news conference. 


McManus 
defends 
action on 
smuggling 


Chief says that he 
broke no protocols 


By Jason Buch 
STAFF WRITER 


Police Chief William McManus was defiant 
Thursday as he faced an investigation into wheth- 
er he violated the state’s anti-sanctuary cities law 
in his handling of a human-smuggling investiga- 
tion. 

Speaking during a news conference about Hu- 
man Trafficking Awareness Month, McManus 
said he stood by his decision to use state charges 
against a suspect in a human-smuggling case, a 
move that resulted in the release of 12 immigrants 
suspected of being in the country illegally. 

“T broke no protocols, I did exactly what my 
chiefly prerogatives allowed me to do,” he said. 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement “was 
on the scene, and ... they had every opportunity to 
do their job and it didn’t get done. And that is all 
I’m going to say about it from this point on, and 

McManus continues on A8 


Trump delivers 
stunning remark 
on immigration 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump inflamed already 
precarious negotiations over 
protecting young immigrants 
Thursday by denouncing im- 
migrants from Haiti and some 
African nations during a White 
House meeting with lawmakers. 

His remarks stunned mem- 
bers of Congress who were in 
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about 700,000 young immi- 
grants known as “Dreamers” 
while moving toward giving 
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